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Truth in Advertising 
The AADA sent a joint letter with the Dermatological Society of New Jersey and ASDSA to 
Governor Phil Murphy of New Jersey urging him to sign the New Jersey Health Care 
Transparency Act. The bill closely reflects the AMA model truth-in-advertising bill, including 
language that restricts physicians’ use of the term “board certification.” The AADA, DSNJ, and 
ASDSA submitted multiple letters of support and sent grassroots action alerts. Governor 
Murphy has 45 days to sign the legislation.  
 
The AADA led a meeting with state advocacy staff representing multiple national medical 
specialty societies (ASDSA, plastic surgeons, ophthalmology, facial plastics, otolaryngology, 
emergency medicine) and national medical associations (AMA and AOA) to discuss the board-
certification language that is included in the AMA model truth-in-advertising bill. The goals 
included confirming commitment to advance board-certification language; identifying priority 
states for 2021; and determining whether any amendments were needed.  
 
The organizations confirmed that board-certification language remained an advocacy priority 
and acknowledged that 2021 advocacy initiatives will likely be impacted by the public health 
emergency. As such, the organizations agreed that the 2021 legislative session should include 
educating state medical societies and legislators about the need for the model language while 
the organizations identify targeted states for the 2022 legislative session. Additionally, the 
organizations agreed to advocate for the inclusion of truth-in-advertising language in scope of 
practice expansion bills that may advance in 2021.  
 
State Elections 
Republicans defended their majorities across the country, including the Iowa House, 
Minnesota Senate, North Carolina House and Senate, Pennsylvania House and Senate, Texas 
House, and the Arizona House and Senate. Further, Republicans maintain veto-proof 
majorities in fifteen states, while Democrats maintain such majorities in six. New Hampshire is 
the only state in which party control of both chambers flipped (Democrat to Republican).   
 
Gubernatorial elections were held in eleven states. The nine incumbent governors who were 
eligible to run for re-election won. Montana was the only state to flip control, with Congressman 
Greg Gianforte (R) beating Lieutenant Governor Mike Cooney (D). There will be twenty-three 
states with Democratic governors, and twenty-seven with Republican governors in 2021. Two 
states will hold gubernatorial elections in 2021, New Jersey and Virginia.  
 
 A number of ballot measures passed this year. Medicaid expansion was approved by ballot 
measures in Missouri and Oklahoma; both passed during the primary elections. Voters 
in Mississippi and South Dakota approved medical marijuana programs. 
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